
A decade of research on Russian case seman-
tics has come together in a valuable new peda-
gogical tool through the work of Laura Janda and
Steven Clancy.  The Case Book for Russian, a text-
book and exercises, presents the Russian case
system in terms of structured semantic wholes.
This method of explanation is easily accessible to
students and provides a coherent conceptual
framework that accounts for the rich and often con-
fusing details of Russian case usage.  Throughout
the text, the basic meanings of the cases are illus-
trated with examples from a large database of
Russian prose, compiled specifically for this project.
Examples in the text and exercises were taken from
a variety of sources (primarily books and newspa-
pers of the past decade) and are representative of
multiple genres and fields (fiction, current events,
contemporary history, politics, law, economics, sci-
ence and medicine, etc.).

The aim of the text is to familiarize students
with the variety of case usage by using real Rus-
sian sentences as opposed to the controlled lan-
guage of traditional textbook examples.  By con-
fronting real case samples in an unadulterated
form, students can learn to make sense of the sys-
tematic meanings of case in a fashion that will ap-
proach the understanding of a native speaker.  The
accompanying exercises continue the presentation
of the text and challenge students to implement
the concepts they have learned.

The interactive version (CD-ROM for Macintosh
and Windows platforms or internet-based access),
contains recordings of all examples by both male
and female native speakers, playable at the click
of a button.  As students work through the exer-
cises, they can easily consult the electronic ver-
sion of the text for quick reference and can print
out summary sheets of completed assignments to
hand in for class.
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on a scale from general to specific, and the boundaries between submeanings are rather
diffuse.

Another hallmark of the accusative case is the way it deploys prepositions. With all
other cases, each preposition is associated with only one submeaning. Not so the accusa-
tive. It is not uncommon for prepositions to use two or even all three meanings of the
accusative. This table will give you some idea of how versatile prepositions are in the
accusative case, and the individual uses of each will be discussed below.

We often spend so much time learning the prepositions in Russian that we neglect the fact
that it also has postpositions. Just as a preposition is a word that comes before other
words, a postposition is a word that comes after other words. All the postpositions associ-
ated with the accusative case are used to express time with ACCUSATIVE:: AN ENDPOINT, and
appear in the last section of this chapter.

ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION 1 — ◊ ‘in, into’

ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION operates in four domains:
space, time, action, and purpose. In the spatial domain
ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION is ¡ destination of physical
motion; in terms of time it is a temporal destination, a
time when something happens; in the domain of ac-
tion it is the destination of a verbal activity — what we
usually call the direct object; and in the do}IYn of pur-
pose its meaning is roughly equivalent to the English
word for .

In the domain of space, ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION

always requires a preposition to tell us what sort of
trajectory is envisioned. The prepositions that can appear here are: ◊ ‘to, into’, Œ¡ ‘to,
onto’, ⁄¡ ‘to the far/back side of’, œ ‘against’, ¥œ ‘after, to get’, ¥œƒ ‘to the underside of,
approaching’, and ¥∂œ ‘for’. We will look at each preposition, including its metaphorical
uses, in turn.

Physical movement through space in the direction of or entering something is the most
basic use of ◊ expressing ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION.

A

A force (arrow) arrives at an
ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION

(circle labeled A)

Distribution of prepositions among the meanings of the accusative case
ACCUSAIVE: A DESTINATION ACCUSATIVE:: A DIMENSION ACCUSATIVE:: AN ENDPOINT

◊ ‘in, into; on, at; for’ ◊ ‘in, during; like’ ◊ ‘in, at; at the end of’
Œ¡ ‘to, on, onto; on, at; for’ Œ¡ ‘for, lasting; to’
⁄¡ ‘behind; for’ ⁄¡ ‘during’ ⁄¡ ‘away; by the end of’
œ ‘against’ œ ‘with’
¥œ ‘up to; after, to get’ ¥œ ‘through; each’
¥œƒ ‘under, toward; for use as’ ¥œƒ ‘like; to the tune of’
¥∂œ ‘for’ ¥∂œ ‘about’

∑ ‘approximately’
∑À◊œ⁄ÿ ‘through’
fiÅ∂≈⁄ ‘through’ fiÅ∂≈⁄ ‘across, after; in’

52     The Accusative Case Accusative: a destination 1     53

The distribution
of prepositions

among the
meanings of the
accusative case.

ACCUSATIVE: A
DESTINATION is
invoked in the

domains of
space, time,
action, and

purpose.

ACCUSATIVE: A
DESTINATION in
the domain of

space is explored
in sections 1-6.

◊ + ACCUSATIVE: A
DESTINATION in

the domain of
space means ‘in,
into’.

ACCUSATIVE: A
DESTINATION with
motion in
Russian,
conceived of as
location in
English.

◊ + ACCUSATIVE:
A DESTINATION

with
metaphorical
motion.

Ï…¤ÿ 7 ¥∂œ√ÅŒ∏œ◊ Ã¿ƒÅ™ ◊á∂¡⁄…Ã… ÷≈ÃÄŒ…≈ ◊á≈»¡∏ÿ ◊ ƒ∂π«Ç≈ Õ≈∑∏Ä.
[Only 7-NOM percent-GEN people-GEN expressed desire-ACC move to other places-
ACC.]
Only 7 percent of the people expressed a desire to move to other places .

ñ∏¡ ƒÅ◊π¤À¡ ∂ÄŒÿ¤≈ πfiÇÃ¡∑ÿ ◊ …» ÀÃÄ∑∑≈, ¡ ¥œ∏ÉÕ ¥≈∂≈¤ÃÄ ◊ ƒ∂π«Ñ¿ ¤ÀÉÃπ.
[That girl-NOM earlier studied in their class-LOC, but later transferred to another
school-ACC.]
That girl used to study in their class, but later she transferred to another school .

ÌÄÕ¡ ¥œ¥ÄÃ¡ ◊ ∑πÕ¡∑¤Åƒ¤…™ ƒÉÕ.
[Mama-NOM wound-up in lunatic asylum-ACC.]
Mama wound up in a lunatic asylum .

The last example shows that Russian will often express the idea of moving toward a destina-
tion even when the equivalent English doesn’t7. Here’s another typical example:

Ò ∂¡⁄ƒÅÃ¡∑ÿ … Ã≈«ÃÄ ◊ ¥œ∑∏ÅÃÿ.
[I-NOM got-undressed and lay-down in bed-ACC.]
I got undressed and lay down in bed .

Many kinds of motion, large and small, may be conceived of as showing direction. Here are
some examples that you might not expect to use the accusative, given the way we think of
them in English. Still, they do show directed motion, and thus the logic of using ACCUSATIVE:
A DESTINATION is justified.

πƒÄ∂ ◊ «∂πƒÿ, ∑∏πfiÄ∏ÿ ◊ ƒ◊≈∂ÿ
[blow-NOM to chest-ACC, knock to door-ACC]
a blow to the chest , to knock on a door

Ò À¡À ∑πÕ¡∑¤Åƒ¤…™ ⁄¡»ÃÉ¥¡Ã ◊ Ã¡ƒÉ¤….
[I-NOM like crazy-person-NOM began-clapping to palms-ACC.]
I started clapping my hands  like a crazy person.

Of course, in addition to moving oneself, one can also move other objects to accusative des-
tinations, as in the following example:

˜¡Œ Áœ« œ∏∂Å⁄¡Ã ∑≈∫Å Ñ»œ … œ∏ƒÄÃ ◊ ∫œ∂ƒÅÃÿ.
[Van Gogh-NOM cut-off self-DAT ear-ACC and sent to brothel-ACC.]
Van Gogh cut off his ear and sent it to the brothel .

ACCUSATIVE: A DESTINATION is also used when the motion is more imaginary than actual, as in
the following to examples:
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